HOW TO PACK DISHES WHEN MOVING
Brought to you by Princeton Van Service

Below is a list of steps you can take to securely pack your own dishware and fragile items. If you
are too busy to pack yourself, feel free to contact Princeton Van Service at 609-497-9600 and we
will be happy to provide a quote for packing and materials.
Create a clean and organized work station. Dining room tables, kitchen
islands, and other large tables make the best work space for packing
dishes. If there is to table space available, clear out an area on the floor
where you can work freely.

Place your tape, a magic marker and wrapping paper on or near your work area/space. If available,
also add sheets of cardboard, dish towels and/or bubble wrap. Lay the stack of wrapping paper out
flat for easy access and wrapping.
Pick up a box and place dish towels, bubble wrap or one or two pieces of
cardboard at the bottom of the box. If you don’t have any of these
items, lay several wads of paper, crumpled, at the bottom of the box for
cushioning. There should be at least 4 inches of wadded paper bundles
on the bottom of the box; NEVER lay the paper flat in the box as it won’t
provide a suitable cushion for your dishware.
Be sure to place a single plate in the center of the paper stack. Lay a few sheets of the wrapping
paper across the plate and place another dish on top of it. Again, if available, you can use kitchen
towels, bubble wrap, or cardboard pieces between dishes for additional cushioning. Do this for 3 or 4
plates. Wrap all of the plates together using a few sheets of paper and tape the paper at the top to
create a neat bundle.
Then, place the wrapped dishware carefully into the box, stacking them vertically. Continue to wrap
your dishware into bundles as noted above and add them to the box.
To minimize movement within the box, squeeze in other items between the stacks of dishware, such
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as dish towels, unused sponges, pot holders, etc. Don’t forget to place a cushion on top of the
dishware for added protection.
Secure the box top by adding several more pieces of tape on the seam and
down each side of the box.
Use a magic marker to identify the contents of your box and also
to identify that there are fragile pieces in the box by writing “handle with
care”, “fragile”, “breakable”, etc. It is helpful for the movers, and yourself
if you identify which end is up by simply adding an arrow pointing to the
top of the box (or the side that goes ‘up’.)

